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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Bertness et al (US 6,104,167) in view of Tran (US 2003/0008202) further in view of 

Tseng (US 5,563,491). 

Regarding claims 1 and 12, Bertness et al. discloses a "battery charger [figure 1] 

comprising: battery charging circuitry [figure 1 -12] configured to couple to a battery 

[8], and to provide a charging signal to the battery [col. 2, Ins 38-48]; and 

communication circuitry [80], coupled to the charging circuitry [via 34], configured to 

transmit a signal to an external device upon receipt of a charge status code from the 

battery charging circuitry [col. 5, Ins 5-17]." But, does not expressly disclose an 

external device having an alarm to notify a user upon receipt of the transmitted 

signal, wherein the battery charging and notification system operates independently. 

Tran reference, however, discloses that the external device (such as a telephone 
receiver, a pager, which are capable of alarming the user) has an alarm to notify a 
user upon receipt of transmitted signal (page, 3 par. 36-38); but the combined 
references of Bertness and Tran do not expressly disclose external device and the 
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battery separated from each other so as not to be physically coupled. Tsegn, 
however, discloses a charger unit provides a pocket-sized communication device, 
which may be carried about the status of the charging process at a remote location, 
not to be physically coupled (col. 1, lines 58-67). 

Bertness et al, Tran and Tsegn are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor namely method of charging battery and battery capacity 
reporting. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to add an alerting alarm such as a pager to the battery 
charging apparatus of Bertness et al. in view of the teaching of Tran, and the 
remotely charging means as taught by Tsegn to charge remotely so that no time is 
wasted between the battery and the remote charging device. 

The motivation for doing so would have been obvious in view of the teachings of 
Tran by adding an alerting alarm such as a pager with audio and visual, and a cell 
phone with text messaging features in view of the teachings of Tran Page 3 
paragraph 0037; and page 4 paragraph 0046 to use the charger system to get the 
benefit of all added features of external devices so as to obtain the invention as 
specified in the claims. Besides, a remote charging means as Tsegn described 
above. The battery charging and notification system are capable of operating 
independently. 

Regarding claims 2 and 13, Bertness et al. discloses "a Kelvin connection 
configured to couple to the battery [col. 5, lines 17-21]." • 
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Regarding claims 3 and 14, Bertness et al. discloses, "the charge status code 
indicates that the battery charge is complete [col. 5, lines 22-34]." 

Regarding claims 4 and 15, Bertness et al. discloses, "the charge status code is 
indicative of a time remaining for the battery to be completely charged [col. 5, lines 
22-34]." 

Regarding claims 10 and 21, Bertness et al. discloses "the signal that the 
communication circuitry, is configured to transmit, is a radio frequency signal [col. 5, 
In 10]." 

Regarding claim 11, Bertness et al. discloses "the signal that the communication 
circuitry is configured to transmit, is an infrared signal [col. 5, In 10]." 

With respect of claims 5 and 16, Bertness and Tran discloses a battery charging 
and notification system with an external device having an alarm to notify a user upon 
receipt of the transmitted signal, further more, Tran discloses the external device, to 
which the communication circuitry is configured to transmit the signal, is a pager 
configured to provide a user With an audio alert (page 3 paragraph 0036 line 5) 

With respect to claims 6 and 17, Tran discloses the external device, to which the 
communication circuitry is configured to transmit the signal, is a pager configured to 
provide a user with a visual alert (Page 3 paragraph 0037 line 9). 

With respect to claims 7 and 18, Tran discloses external device, to which the 
communication circuitry is configured to transmit the signal, is a pager configured to 
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vibrate (Page 3 paragraph 0037 line 9). It is obvious that a pager comes with a 
vibrating feature. 

Regarding claims 8 and 19, Tran discloses the external device, to which the 
communication circuitry is configured to transmit the signal, is a two-way pager 
(Page 3 paragraph 0037) 

With respect to claims 9 and 20, Tran discloses the external device, to which the 
communication circuitry is configured to transmit the signal, is a cell phone (page 3 
paragraph 037 lines 9 and 10) configured to provide a text message (page 3 
paragraph 0037 line 10) regarding a charge status of the battery. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 11/02/2007 have been considered but are 

ineffective to overcome the combined references of Bertness, Tran and Tseng. (See the 
rejection above). 

Applicant argued that "... none of the cited references ... suggest the elements of 
claim one in which the battery may be used". The combined references, however, 
disclose that "battery charger [figure 1] comprising: battery charging circuitry [figure 1 - 
12] configured to couple to a battery [8], and to provide a charging signal to the battery 
[col. 2, Ins 38-48]; and communication circuitry [80], coupled to the charging circuitry 
[via 34], configured to transmit a signal to an external device upon receipt of a charge 
status code from the battery charging circuitry [col. 5, Ins 5-17].and a cell phone with 
text messaging features in view of the teachings of Tran Page 3 paragraph 0037; and 
page 4 paragraph 0046 to use the charger system to get the benefit of all added 
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features of external devices so as to obtain the invention as specified in the claims (see 
rejection above).The battery charging and notification system are also capable of 
operating independently. The examiner notes that all the claimed elements of 
applicant's inventions were known in the prior art (e.g. battery charging circuit, 
communication circuitry, alarm or notification system, etc., and modularization) and one 
skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with 
no change in their respective functions, and the combination would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. Proper 
motivation/rationale to combine is as given in the office action. See KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 
1740, 82USPQ2dat 1396. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yalkew Fantu whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8928. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7- 4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Akm E. Ullah can be reached on 571-272-2361. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gary L Laxton/ 

Gary L. Laxton 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2838 

1/22/2008 



